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the feeding-grounds of a gluttonous aristocracy lu the army alone the Roman character and the Roman honor suivived In the Lnperator, therefore, as chief of the army, the care of the provinces, the direction of public policy, the sovereign authority in the last appeal, could alone thenceforward reside The Senate might remain as a Council of State, the magis-tiates might bear their old names, and administer their old functions But the authority of the executive government lay in the loyalty, the morality, and the patriotism of the legions to whom the power had been transferred Fortunately forVRome, the change came before decay had eaten into the bone, and the genius of the Empire had still a refuge from plat-foim oratory and senatorial wrangling in the hearts of her soldiers
Csesar did not immediately return to Italy Affairs in Rome were no longer pressing, and, after Jhe carelessness and blunders of his lieutenants, the administration of the Peninsula required his peisonal inspection From open revolts in any part of the Roman dominions he had nothing more to fear The last card had been played, and the game of open resistance was lost beyond recovery. There might be dangers of another kind dangers from ambitious geneials, who might hope to take Caesar's place on Ins death , or dangers from constitutional philoso-pheis, like Cicero, who had thought from the first that the Civil War had been a mistake, " that Caasar was but mortal, and that there were many ways in which a man might die " A reflection so frankly expi eased, by so respectable a person, must have occurred to many others as well as to Cicero; Caasar could not but have foreseen in what resources diaap-